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A New Synthetic Method of Coumestan Derivatives
Synthesis of naturally occurring coumestan and its derivatives have been described:. Atten:pts have now been made to prepare the compounds following possible routes of their biogenesis. The coumestans have an oxygen pattern similar to that of several 2~-hydroxyisoflavones and are thought probably to arise by tile oxidation of the latter in the path of biogenesis. In the present paper a conventional conversion of a 2"-hydroxyisoflavone into the corresponding coumestan derivative is described.
The reaction of 7,2'-dihydroxy-(I) 2 or 7-benzyloxy-2'-hydroxy-4',5'-dimethoxyisoflavone (II) ~ with benzyl chloride in the presence of potassium iodide and potassium carbonate provided 7,2'-dibenzyloxy compound (III, mp 142-143 ° , IR cm-:: 1640 (C=O) (Nujol), UV k EtoR nm (log e): 248 (4.40), 296. 5 (4.29 
